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Statement of Problem 

In the absence of adequate legal framework over the unchecked and biased legal framework, 

the individual to dissolve the marriage abruptly that increases the vulnerability of marriage is 

misusing it. Hypothesis In the presence of vague codified law presents in Indian penal code, 

the Supreme Court of India has played a proactive role in upholding gender equality.  

 

Objectives of the Study 

The objectives in perusing this current study are as following:   

• To analyze the concept of adultery under law in India.   

• To examine the need for protection of men in India in respect of criminalizing adultery. 

• To what extent the legal framework pertaining to married man for achieving the 

constitutional goal of equality in respect of divorce under the Indian law. 

• To analyze the role of the Supreme Court in the quest towards gender justice in respect 

of decriminalizing adultery.  

Research Questions 

• What is the law on adultery?   

• To what extent do the various grounds of adultery create an inequality between men 

and women?   

• What is the legal framework pertaining to men in India and examine their venerability 

in the criminalizing of adultery.   

• What has been the contribution of the Supreme Court towards the quest of gender 

justice within decriminalizing adultery? 

 

ABSTRACT 

Legal analysis of regulation of adulterous behavior of mate underneath totally different legal 

systems portrait that the availability of criminal conversation is far influenced by the social 

values of ‘sexual morality’ existed at the instant of formulating the legal provision. In Bharat 

too, S. 497 of IPC had been written before a hundred and fifty years throughout colonial amount 

and since from its origin it's been whirling into debatable controversies on many accounts like 

its gender bias approach, reflective cultural conflicts, questioning equality clause and robust 
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arguments are raised either for its retention, modification, or complete deletion from penal 

statutes. This text has tried to articulate these controversies from legal purpose of read in 

modern Bharat. This article tried to research the ‘adultery’ from its legal abstract base and 

proceed to look at its result, impact and co-relation with alternative aspects like marital status 

tie, property claims, over the offspring, wedding and divorce. The philosophy, object and 

justification of legal regulation of adulterous behavior of someone in thusciety has been 

examined on continuance so on create appraisal whether or not its retention, modification or 

deletion is indispensable in gift context or otherwise. The article ends with addressing the 

question of legal perplexity that whether or not the legal regulation of criminal conversation 

continues to be relevant with reference to Joseph shine vs. union of India,1 and if yes, too what 

extent? The conclusion during this respect is obvious. 

 

CHAPTER-1 

INTRODUCTION 

Adultery, in its strict sense, has been explained as a pleasurable physical intimacy between two 

distinct persons and they don't seem to be married or not in a very contract of wedding and 

either or each of them are not known as married to another person and having living husband 

or an adult female.  

 

The actual definition of illicit intercourse could vary in several jurisdictions however the 

fundamental theme is sexual relations outside matrimonial wedlock2. 

 

Adultery, additionally referred to as ‘infidelity’ or ‘extra-marital affair’, is actually an ethical 

crime and is thought-out a sin by the majority religions. There’s but, distinction within the 

literal, social and legal definitions3.  

 

The lexicon taxonomy of ‘adultery’ signifies discretionary sexual practice of a spouse 

equivalent aside from his or her consort. Thus, the lexicon that means of ‘adultery’ connotes 

gender neutrality and it should be move by either of any sex4.  

 

                                                      
1 2018 SC 1676 
2 According to encyclopedia Britannica. 
3 The definition that’s given is gender neutral. 
4 “The concise oxford dictionary of current English” 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|April 2023 
ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

Page | 8  
 

 

 

It lodge 3 circumstances for delegation of ‘adulterous’ act by the person when– 

(i) He or she includes a sexual practice with its dissimilar. 

(ii) Either one or the two of them aren’t having living partners and understanding concerning 

it. 

(iii) Such gender is unearned committed. 

 

From social purpose of read, ‘adultery’ signifies an additional –marital discretionary sexual 

practice between lady, and people, either or two of them aren’t married and having living mate. 

The legalized interpretation of free love differs from place to position and laws to laws. 

 

ADULTERY: HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The term “ADULTERY” has Associate in Nursing Abrahamic origin, although the thought 

predates Judaism and is found in several different societies. Although the definition and 

consequences vary between religions, cultures, and legal jurisdictions, the concept is 

comparable in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Hinduism conjointly incorporates a similar 

thought5. 

 

Historically, criminal conversation has been thought-about to be a heavy offense by several 

cultures. Even in jurisdictions wherever criminal conversation isn't itself a criminal offense, it's 

going to still have legal consequences, significantly in divorce cases. For instance, wherever 

there's fault-based family law, it nearly always constitutes grounds for divorce, it's going to be 

an element to think about in a very Settlement, it's going to have an effect on the standing of 

kids, the custody of kids, etc. Moreover, criminal conversation might end in social ostracism 

in some components of the planet. 

 

It has been determined that coitus has found basis of social relationship in the majority the 

civilized society within the world. Therefore, there's strict social sanctions had been obligatory 

on formation, continuation and regulation of relationship within the society at any given 

moment of your time. History had proof that there had been a series of normative values that 

govern and regulate the sexual activities of a personal. The allowable relationship at intervals 

the matrimonial marital status has been found the premise of wedding establishment, that had 

been thought to be a vital establishment for sustaining the society. Historical analysis has 

                                                      
5 Encyclopedia Britannica online. 
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disclosed that relying upon the varied factors, the various society shows either a transparent 

permission and prohibition of relationship which can be ruled by worth based mostly system 

of ‘Sexual morality’ that prescribed norms of allowing or prohibiting relationship between 

opposite sexes. This permission or prohibition by socio-religions approval type the premise of 

‘marriage establishment ’, and any relationship out of matrimonial wedlock has attracted socio-

religious sanctions. Values those governing morality not solely prohibited the ‘adulterous’ 

behavior of mate, however different act like sexual activity, lesbian, incent, and relationship 

had conjointly been prohibited. Beside an equivalent, the sadomny, sexual practice and 

different format of sexual behavior were neither overtly recognized nor offers rise to any social 

bondage. Despite their area unit proof that such relations did exist in history, however it didn't 

have any social sanction in and of itself. Even within the faith, that accustomed give the 

justification, legitimacy and political backing solely allow sexual activity that offers rise to 

procure of children But the extent of such prohibition and penalization visit varied as per the 

values and norms governing the morality within the society. Totally {different completely 

different} societies show the various degree of social morality that differ and had correlation 

with the overall add of morality traits. So totally different society has variable pattern of 

morality. Adultery, as understood in well-known history of human civilization, was conjointly 

prohibited because it directly threat the matrimonial bondage invaded by trespasser. Therefore, 

criminal conversation is additionally determined to be relative development depends upon the 

values governing the morality within the society. It’s conjointly been ruled otherwise in 

numerous societies. In Europe, most of the nations solely thought-about it as actus Reus and 

solely concern of affected individual family, and not of the ‘State’. However in India, criminal 

conversation is punishable offence. In most of the African countries tribes have open sex 

pattern and ‘adultery’ has not been thought-about as socially prohibited act. There works the 

various type of ‘sexual morality’. Even in most of the tribes those principally replicate 

matriarchal family, the thought of ‘adultery’ is altogether invisible. 

 

ADULTERY: PAST- RECENT 

Though the trendy trend is to own liberal approach for fornication, traditionally, several 

cultures have regarded fornication as against the law. Jewish, Islamic, Christian and Hindu 

traditions aren’t all unequivocal in their condemnation of fornication. In most cultures each the 

person and therefore the lady aren’t equally punishable6. However, per ancient Hindu law, in 

                                                      
6 Pluto has also advised that the women’s of the country should be equally treated as property. 
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ancient Balkan state and in jus civile, solely the volatile feminine better half may well be killed 

and man wasn't heavily rebuked. 

 

In ancient Balkan state and Roman world, there have been harsh laws against fornication 

however these were applicable providing the feminine was married. However these laws 

weren't relevant if a person maintained relationship with a slave or associate unwedded 

feminine. The Bible too forbids fornication and therefore the seventh commandment clearly 

states this. In customary Judaism, each the parties were equally answerable for fornication 

however it applied providing the feminine partner was married. Lord Redeemer conjointly 

abhorred fornication and thought of that even watching a feminine lustfully is comparable to 

fornication. Per ancient Hindu laws, solely the illegal feminine were rebuked & killed whereas 

the husbands were thought of adequate to god and were left off with warnings solely. 

 

The legal definition of fornication varies from country to country. Laws associated with 

fornication vary from statute to statute and at some places fornication is taken into account 

against the law and therefore the libertine could even need to face execution whereas at some 

places it's not punishable. In few statutes, if either individual is married to some other person, 

each parties to associate adulterous liaison area unit blamable to the crime. Christian, Jewish, 

Islamic and Hindu traditions condemn the act of fornication and in Islam; the adulterers 

particularly the feminine could also be hopped-up to death. 

 

Law should keep step with dynamical social wants. Law with reference to fornication in 

different countries is totally different from Republic of India7. Within the us of America, the 

law with reference to fornication differs from one State to a different. A careful perusing of the 

law with reference to criminal fornication prevailing in several States within the us unconcealed 

that three major formulations of fornication exist below State laws within the us, viz. 

 

(i) The common law read (the law of a rustic or State supported custom, usage, and therefore 

the call of the law Courts, technically noted because the English legal system); 

(ii) The canon (a law or body of laws of a church); 

(iii) The hybrid read. 

According to common law read, fornication takes place only if the girl is married and each 

                                                      
7 Prof. K.D. Gaur in his book has briefly explained it. 
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party’s aren’t command liable. Below the ecclesiastical law read, fornication is that the 

voluntary gender of a spouse with someone apart from the offender’s husband or married 

woman and solely the spouse is guilty While fornication isn't a criminal offence in GB, it's 

punishable, though' gently in a number of the countries. For example, in France, a married 

woman guilty of fornication is punishable for an Amount starting from 3 months to 2 years of 

imprisonment. The husband, however, could place associate finish to her sentence by agreeing 

to require her back. The libertine is punishable equally.In Germany, if a wedding is dissolved 

as a results of fornication8, the guilty better half additionally because the guilty partner, is 

punishable with imprisonment for a term of not but six months, however prosecution should 

be initiated by the aggrieved better half by means that of a petition. In Malaya and Singapore 

fornication isn't punishable in law. 

 

In West Pakistan, fornication is viewed as a monstrous offence and each the person and lady 

area unit subjected to penalization, which can be the death sentence. In Islamic countries, like 

Saudi Arabia, Iran, Egypt, etc. conjointly like West Pakistan, fornication is rebuked severely9. 

 

CHAPTER-2 

ADULTERY: ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT 

It is pertinent to notice that the {first the initial} draft of IPC ready by first Law Commission 

was silent regarding the offence of ‘adultery’. First Baron Macaulay, was unwilling to feature 

the availability criminisling the fornication as associate degree offence, observed, "There aren’t 

some peculiarities within the state of society during this country which can well lead a humane 

man to pause before he determines to penalize the quality of wives.10" the essential objective 

of keeping ‘adultery’ out of the penal statute was the social norms that has already provided 

the values and norms that pay attention of such instances. The circumstances he observed 

enclosed kid wedding and matrimony. Macaulay, hence, suggested that it might be enough to 

treat it as a civil injury. Thus, framers of the Code failed to embrace fornication as a crime; it 

absolutely was solely when the advice of the Second Law Commission it absolutely was 

additional to the Code11. 

Thus, it's on the record that the framers of the Code failed to create fornication associate degree 

                                                      
8 Britain, adultery is only a civil wrong. 
9  Islamic countries found adultery as zenna. 
10 1st law commission report K.D gaur IPC. 
11 Ratanlal and dhirajlal 2nd report of law commission. 
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offence punishable beneath the Code. However the Second Law Commission, when giving 

mature thought to the topic, came to the conclusion that it absolutely was not advisable to 

exclude this offence from the Code. The Second Law Commission thought otherwise and 

aforesaid it might not be correct to go away the offence out of the IPC and urged that solely 

the person be punished, once more keeping in mind the condition of girls within the country 

The argument on condition that why the married woman wouldn't be punished has been 

provided as follows: — 

“Though we have a tendency to well grasp that the lover interests of the mankind area unit 

closely connected with the chastity of girl and therefore the holiness of the bridal contract, we 

have a tendency to cannot however feel that there area unit some peculiarities within the state 

of society during this country which can well lead a humane man to pause before he determines 

to penalize the quality of wives. The condition of the ladies of this country is, unhappily, 

terribly totally different from that of the ladies of European country and France; they're married 

whereas still children; they're typically neglected for different wives whereas still young. They 

share the eye of a husband with many rivals. To form laws for toilsome the inconsistency of 

the married woman, whereas the law admits the privilege of the husband to fill his ‘zenana’ 

with girl, may be a course that we have a tendency to area unit most reluctant to adopt. We 

have a tendency to don't seem to be therefore visionary on think about offensive by law 

associate degree evil therefore deeply nonmoving within the manners of the individuals of this 

country as matrimony. We have a tendency to leave it to the slow, however we have a tendency 

to trust the sure, operation of education and of your time. However whereas it exists, whereas 

it continues to supply its ne'er failing effects on the happiness and reputability of girls, we have 

a tendency to don't seem to be inclined to throw into a scale, already an excessive amount of 

depressed, the extra weight of penal law12.” 

 

Thus, in India, a married woman isn't punished as associate degree jade or associate degree 

accessary for the offence of fornication. It’s solely the person has such unlawful sexual issues 

with better half are punished beneath S. 497, I.P.C. Moreover, the married woman of the 

rounder has no locus standi to file a grievance against her deviated husband. It’s solely the 

husband of the (adulteress) married woman will file a grievance and upon whose grievance the 

Court will take cognizance of the offence. This position of law concerning creating grievance 

has been clearly provided beneath metallic element. Section 198(2), Cr. P.C.13 treats the 

                                                      
12 Textbook by KD Gaur. 
13 Section 198(2) of CR, P.C 1973. 
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husband of the (adulteress) married woman associate degree aggrieved party and not the 

married woman of the rounder husband. The object of creating ‘adultery’ as associate degree 

offence and proscribing it to ‘Man’ alone was to discourage ‘Man’ from taking advantage of 

girl starved of the love and feeling of her husband and deter Man from having sexual relations 

with the married woman of different man14. Since men had the social sanction to keep up such 

relations and ladies were starved of the love and feeling of their husbands, ladies were treated 

because the victims and not the authors of the crime15. Once Section 497 was enacted there 

have been no statute personal and marital laws like these days however they were unequal and 

down16. 

 

JURISPRUDENCE ANALYSIS ON ADULTERY 

Apart from IPC, there's one different penal legislation in Republic of India that regulate 

‘Adultery’ in India. Ranbir legal code, 1932 particularly applicable to the State of Jammu and 

Jammu and Kashmir is one such legislation. It provides beneath S. 497 for the penalization for 

the offence of fornication, it reads. In order to grasp actuality nature of ‘adultery’ it's essential 

to grasp the modality of legislative framework17. Their square measure sure clues which might 

be gathered to grasp actuality nature of offence. The primary clue below stand to know to 

grasp} the offence of ‘adultery’ beneath Indian legal code could also be got by ‘heading’ of the 

chapter under that it's been placed18. It’s been placed beneath Chapter XX of the IPC describing 

‘Of offences about marriage’. So the four sections 494 to 498 (including 498A) connected with 

wedding. Thus, the shut scrutiny of those provisions clearly disclosed that the provisions square 

measure therefore written to preserve the holiness of wedding establishment. Might it's bigamy, 

adultery, cruelty or criminal abduction of married woman, all provisions square measure 

written keeping central theme within the mind focusing the wedding establishment, it 

preservation, protection and promotion of harmony19. Society abhors matrimonial quality. The 

item of Section 497 of the IPC is to preserve the holiness of wedding. The subsequent points 

can facilitate below stand to know to grasp} the various sides of provision about ‘adultery’ 

under the law20. 

 

                                                      
14 Ibid 
15 ibid  
16 Legal and constitutional history of India. 
17 Ratanlal & dhirajlal. 
18 Recommendation of V.S committee. 
19 Ibid  
20 Quoted from K.D Gaur. 
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IS ADULTERY AN OFFENCE? 

The object of the availability regarding ‘adultery’ beneath the principle penal legislation of 

India21 shows clear departure from the glorious principles of legal code, and can't be understood 

its basic object on general principles of legal code. Also glorious presumption beneath legal 

code, the law punishes to the one who, with guilty mind involve within the criminal act. 

However, S. 497 clearly offers immunity to the mate despite she portraits to be actively 

concerned in ‘adulterous’ act. The availability regarding ‘adultery’ has been therefore written 

to produce protection to family as an establishment, protection of lady from dominated 

category and forestall any injury to either spousal equivalent thanks to the ‘adultery’ that has 

already hampered the ‘faith’ amongst them. In V. Revathi case22Apex Court had an occurrence 

to specific its read concerning the article of penal provision of ‘adultery’. 

 

First of all, it's to be understood that S. 497 on ‘adultery’ is defend to defend, not land to 

withdraw the marriage. It doesn't offer any of the spouses to use it as a land to settle account 

against one another. Therefore, the law regarding ‘adultery’ beneath Indian legal code has been 

written and designed in such at method that a husband cannot prosecute the mate for defiling 

the quality of the married tie by committing extramarital sex. Therefore the law allows neither 

the husband of the offensive mate to prosecute his mate nor will the law permit the mate to 

prosecute the offensive husband for being disloyal to her. Therefore each the husband and mate 

square measure disabled from putting one another with the weapon of legal code23. The 

essential object of the S. 497 of IPC is to market the interest of wedding establishment. S. 497 

of the IPC, 1860 doesn't alter either Husband or mate to send one another to jail24.  

 

Another probable object of provision on ‘adultery’ in its gift type u/s 497 has been designed to 

shield the interest of the kids. Maybe it's also that the kids (if any) square measure saved from 

the trauma of one of their folks being confined at the instance of the opposite parent. Whether 

or not one will or doesn't buy the knowledge or philosophy of those provisions is of 

consequence. For, the Court isn't the arbiter of the knowledge or the philosophy of the law. It’s 

the arbiter simply of the constitutionality of the law25. 

 

                                                      
21 The Indian Penal Code 1860 is considered as principal penal legislation. 
22 See details of V. Revathi vs. Union of India & others 1988. 
23 V.Revathi vs. Union of India & others 1988. 
24 MP Thakkar & murari mohan dutt JJ diven bench. 
25 V. Revathi v. Union of India & others 1988 Cri. L. J. 921 SC [AIR 1988 SC 835] (M. P. Thakkar and Murari 

Mohan Dutt JJ Divn Bench) [paras 5, 6] 
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Yet another object underline the offence of ‘Adultery’ and not backbreaking lady however still 

existed within the code as a result of at the time once the law was enacted, union was deeply 

nonmoving within the society and lady shared the eye of their husbands with many alternative 

wives and illicit relations. Lady was treated as victims of the offence of extramarital sex as they 

were typically starved feeling} and affection from their husbands and will simply give up to 

someone who offered it or maybe offered to supply it. The availability was so created to limit 

Man from having sexual relations with the wives of alternative man and at a similar time to 

limit their additional marital status relations to unmarried ladies alone.26However, this 

presumption although sounds common and rational doesn't stand on the socio- political check. 

It’s hardly troublesome to believe that existence of union and victimization of lady throughout 

the amount of 1860 would have influenced the legislation to safeguard the girl by providing 

her immunity from legal sanction. If general assembly would wish to control the union, hardly 

did therefore, the drafting of S. 497 would positively had totally different form.27 

 

ADULTERY- LOGICAL ANALYSIS 

Adultery, within the gift kind within the penal statutes wants some thought from logical 

purpose of read. If one has taken a paid to analyze the availability of free love from logical 

purpose of read, it'll results in absurdity. The availability for free love within the Indian legal 

code (IPC), isn't solely old- intentional, however additionally results in illogical outcomes. An 

understandable reading of S. 497 of the Indian legal code reveals the subsequent points for 

thought to represent the offence of free love beneath this section- 

One should have a sexual inter-course with a married person of another man 

The person having sexual issues should have information or has 

Reason to believe that the girl may be a married person of another man. 

Such sexual issues should be while not the consent of or connivance of the husband such sexual 

issues should not quantity to rape 

- The section encompasses the incidences of accordant sex since it talks about the sexual issues 

between opposite sexes. Thus, it keeps far from its orbit the unnatural offences, and though it 

happens within the cases enumerated higher than, this could fall u/s 377, and not quantity to 

‘adultery’. Secondly, this section provides blind clean invoice to the girl, therefore solely the 

person will be prosecuted. This suggests that a girl can't be guilty of the offense of free love in 

                                                      
26 See Varad Deore, available at http://www.legalserviceindia.com/article/l291-Adultery.html 
27 Ibid 
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Asian nation, as girl lady girl} having a sexual issues with the husband of another woman, isn't 

lined by this section. The married person isn't punishable for being associate fornicates, or 

perhaps as associate accessary of the offense, despite having in agreement to commit the 

offence of free love. Thus, from higher than table, it's crystal clear that 2 ingredients u/s 497 of 

the Indian legal code, i.e. solely aggrieved husband will sue, and aggrieved married person 

cannot sue creates ton of difficulties. Once more the section provides remedial weapons solely 

to husband and complete legal immunity to the married person. Further, 

 

Section will apply to unwed persons, or any adulterous act wherever woman-having living 

husband isn't concerned. This illogical absurdity will be any illustrated with the assistance of 

following incidences. 

Supposing that in any society, their area unit bachelor [UM], 2 Married Couples [MM1 & 

MW1; MM2 & MW2], and adult female [UW]. Currently think about following case – 

 

Case No. 1.: 

If the bachelor [UM] has sexual issues with the woman [UW1]. During this case, the free love 

happens and husband of the woman [MM1] will file criticism against bachelor [UM]. But better 

half [MM1] cannot file criticism against his married person [MW1] as she has immunity within 

the eye of law. 

 

Case No.2: 

If the better half [MM1] has sexual issues with the Married ladies [MW2] [or the reverse case 

MW2 has sexual issues with MW1], the offence of free love happens. During this case the 

husband of Married ladies [MM2] will file criticism against better half [MM1], however he 

cannot file criticism against his married person. At identical time, the married person of 

adulterous better half [MW1] doesn't have remedy, despite her husband [MM1] is concerned 

within the adulterous act. Thus, in between each the married try, in either case of free love, 

solely adulterous husband will be prosecuted with complete immunity to married person, 

however the married person of adulterous husband doesn't have any remedy to prosecute her 

husband. 

 

Case No.3: 

If the better half [MM1 or MM2] has sexual issues with the unwed ladies [UW] the free love 

doesn't takes place as section solely inflict the adulterous act with woman. During this case the 
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married person of adulterous husband [MW1 or MW2 because the case could be] doesn't have 

any remedy, despite her husband is involve in sexual intercourse with the stranger  

 

Thus, S. 497 results in sure absurdity on logical ground. Because it solely give the key to require 

initiative of ‘adultery’ within the hand of husband, solely he will decide whether or not to 

proceed or not, however his selections to require action against the person involve in adulterous 

act is additionally restricted and he will solely proceed against the outsider, not against his 

married person. On the opposite hand, the married person has been given complete immunity; 

thus she can't be prosecuted for the act of adultery.28 

Thus, on logical preemies, S. 497 doesn't pass the check. This could ensue to the explanation 

that S. 497 has been written keeping altogether completely different object within the mind. 

Therefore, it's necessary to the touch upon the philosophical backing of S. 497 and socio-

political conditions within which this section had been written.29             

 

CHAPTER-3 

WHAT CONSTITUTE ADULTERY? 

It is even additional fascinating to notice that what represent extramarital sex and the way the 

extramarital sex is being committed. The relevant provision of S. 497 of the IPC runs as under- 

"Whoever has sexual activity with an individual World Health Organization is and whom he is 

aware of or has reason to believe to be the married woman of another man while not the consent 

or connivance of that man, such sexual activity not amounting to the offence of rape, is guilty 

of the offence of extramarital sex."30 

 

Thus the extramarital sex beneath Indian legal code has many characteristic options that create 

it special provision. Initial the section is gender sensitive and might solely committed by man 

and not by the girl. Because it stands, this section makes solely man reprehensively control 

liable commits sexual activity with the lady|woman|adult of alternative man while not the 

consent of her husband and such act has been punishable and woman can't be penalized at the 

same time as accessory. Therefore the offence can't be leveled against the girl. Secondly, such 

offence should be committed by the wrongdoer with the information or with any reason to 

                                                      
28 S. 497 of IPC see, Kumar K (Adv.), Punam Rani, Offences against women: Socio-legal perspectives, Regency 

Pulication, New Delhi, 1st Ed. 1996, Pp 224-226 
29 Section 497 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. 
30 Section 497 of Indian penal code, 1860. 
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believe that the girl with whom he's undergoing a sexual activity is that the married woman of 

another man. In short, the offence has been committed whereas the wedding of the girl with 

whom the relationship has been established shall be effective. Thirdly, the consent of the 

married woman shall be free and with none force. Just in case the consent of the married woman 

isn't free consent, it'll quantity to be a rape, that is additional serious. Fourth the section has 

demarcated that will prosecute are often prosecuted. Under S. 497, solely the husband of the 

married woman has been concerned in adulterous act will solely file grievance and solely 

against the adulterous. The section conjointly protects the married woman against adulterous 

act and complete protection beneath the section.31 

 

In short, the S. 497 of the IPC cowl solely the sexual activity that happened with the girl whose 

wedding has been alive and also the consented sexual activity of her with the person apart from 

her husband. S. 497 are thus not applicable in many circumstances. First, if the sexual activity 

has not been taken place, the ingredient of S. 497 can't be got completed. Secondly, if the 

adulterous man with success raise the plea of innocence concerning the wedding. Thirdly, if he 

has been safeguarded by any of the overall exceptions and he could raise the plea to induce free 

from the criminal liability therefore obligatory. 

 

It shall be noted down that there are similar types of sexual offences that forms the species 

however completely different in its aspects and context than S. 497. Some offences could also 

be quoted here, as an example like, S. 376, S. 494, S. 354. However, despite these offences 

may additionally involve the sexual activity out of matrimonial matrimony the offences of 

extramarital sex is altogether completely different than these offences. 

  

The first distinction that demarcates the road between S. 497 and these offences is that the 

ingredient of the “consent” of the girl. All told alternative sections except, S. 497, the girl 

doesn't have a willing party. However, u/s 497, consent of the girl is extremely necessary. If 

the girl doesn't consent for the sexual activity, such act is of forceful sexual activity while not 

the consent of the girl, and therefore quantity to a rape.32 The exception is barely with relevancy 

the married woman on top of the age of sixteen years.34 just in case of the married woman 

below sixteen years elderly,33 even unconsented sexual activity together with her there's 

                                                      
31 Ibid 

 
32 If the women gives her but it has been presumed that the consent is not free. 

33 In recent context, it is difficult as the percentile of child marriage is low, except in few area of India. Thus if 
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fascinating case in hand that differentiate the various between S. 497 and S. 376. In Chemon 

Garo v. Emperor34 the initial case had been filed u/s S. 376 and prosecuted the defendant for 

committing the rape with partner. However, throughout trial, it's been unconcealed by the 

evidences that girl was the willing party within the offence, and therefore rather than hard the 

accuse u/s 376, the Session Court penalized the defendant of S. 497 for extramarital sex. In 

judicature accuse had raised the plea of procedural lacuna, because the case was instituted u/s 

376 and not u/s 497. Thus, the husband as needed u/s 497 and S. 199 of the metal.P.C had not 

lodged the formal “complaint”. The Prinsep and writer, JJ. Put aside the conviction of the 

accuse as while not jurisdiction.35 Court Thus, S. 497 stands wholly on completely different 

footing and neither all sexual offences between female represent this section, not this section 

attract all told the cases of consented sex activity. It solely attract once a girl or man has sexual 

activity with outsider than her own mate whereas his or her wedding remains alive. However, 

there are one exception ascertained wherever the Allahabad judicature had upheld the judgment 

of U. P. Public Service court of dismissing the worker on the bottom of ‘Adultery’. Thus, in 

Ex-Constable Kishore Lal Sharma vs. U.P. public service court36 the constable had been laid-

off from the service. Court ascertained that it are often moderately inferred that since a girl who 

isn't married with of the Constable having her mate alive and wedding not nonetheless 

terminated,37 lives with the petitioner she has sex with him conjointly. Having sex with the 

man's married woman is extramarital sex as outlined in Section 497 of IPC Therefore the 

petitioner has committed criminal offence and was laid-off from service During this case, 

however, the action had been taken by U.P. Service Tribunal, despite S. 497 needed that solely 

aggrieved husband will solely take cognizance. It’s going to had mute notion that since leader 

has discretion to dismiss its worker on the bottom of ethical depravity, the judgment could also 

be even, though' the procedural and technical demand of S. 497 has not been met out.38 

 

 

                                                      

the wife u/s 497 has been reported to have age below 16, it will fall u/s 376. 

34 (1902) ILR 29 Cal 415 
35 Nw S. 199 of the Cr. P.C. 1973. 
36 2004 (2) AWC 1434, (2004)  
37 Without any criminal trial, employer can take a decision to terminate the services of his employer? However, 

Court did not touch the issues of tenability of decision of employer on these grounds  

38 V. Revathi v. Union of India & others 1988  [AIR 1988 SC 835] Justice M. P. Thakkar 

And Justice Murari Mohan Dutt JJ Division Bench [paras 5, 6] 
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CHAPTER-4 

CONDITIONS OF ADULTERY 

1. Marriage- a prerequisite condition:        

It is additionally to be noted down that the free love is associate degree offence associated with 

wedding. The heading of the chapter includes 5 sections from 494 to 498 of Indian legal code 

describes ‘offences associated with marriage’. Thus for leveling the offence of ‘adultery’, the 

legal wedding between the parties is crucial demand and it should be evidenced before hand. 

In different words, the offence of free love will solely happens throughout the continuation of 

valid wedding. 

 

This is as a result of the offence of ‘adultery’ has necessary linkage with the wedding. Because 

the terribly heading of Chapter XX of the Indian legal code, 1860 that includes Ss. 494-498 

headed as "Of Offences about Marriage" the wedding become factum vallate for constituting 

this offence. The matter came before the court in variety of complaints like Chandra Bahadur 

Subba vs. State And Anr,39 Empress v. Pitambur Singh,40 and in Kanwal Ram v. TheHimachal 

Pradesh Administration41 the court has created this terribly clear that wedding 

Is that the trigonometric function quo non of the offences about wedding. In Chandra Bahadur 

Subba vs. State And Anr42, court resorting the sooner judgment in Empress v. Pitambur Singh43 

discovered, 

“Both the Sections 497 and 498 kind a part of Chapter XX of the Indian legal code, that is 

headed as "Of Offences about Marriage" and therefore the question of wedding, its facturn and 

lawfulness, area unit of utmost importance all told cases below these Sections. The law on the 

purpose seems  

 

To be well-settled for concerning last hundred years since the choice of the complete Bench of 

                                                      
39 1978 CriLJ 942  

40 (1879) ILR 5 Cal 566 

41 AIR 1966 SC 614  

42 1978, 942. 

43 1879 ILR 5 Cal 566. 
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the Kolkata court in Empress v. Pitambur Singh44 set in ((1879) ILR five Cal 566) wherever 

Garth, C. J., delivering the judgment of the complete Bench, discovered that "the wedding of 

the girl is crucial component of the crime charged because the truth of illicit intercourse and 

therefore the provisions of the proof Act (Section 50) appear to imply terribly plainly that 

wherever the wedding is associate degree ingredient within the offence, as in bigamy, free love 

and therefore the attractive of married ladies, the very fact of the wedding should be strictly 

evidenced within the regular approach. The observations during this case apply equally to a 

case of free love below Section 497, Indian legal code, still on attractive of married person 

below Section 498, each of that need constant strict proof of wedding. 

 

Thus, the existence of valid wedding should be evidenced strictly just in case of offences 

associated with wedding together with S. 497 of the Indian legal code. Any it's been command 

by the Allahabad court within the Division Bench call in Queen Empress v. dekaliter Singh45 

that Courts attempting such cases ought to need some higher proof of the wedding than the 

mere statements of the litigant and therefore the lady. This read has once more been reiterated 

by 

The Allahabad court in Buddha v. Emperor.46 Court in Chandra Bahadur Subba vs. State And 

Anr47, clearly mentioned by reference the sooner judgments that any admission could solely 

prove the factum of wedding48 however, as we've got already got wind, during a case like this, 

it should be evidenced that the wedding between the parties not solely did ensue in accordance 

with the need of custom or law applicable to the parties however additionally might ensue 

below the law, and reference during this affiliation could also be created to the Division Bench 

judgment of the Kolkata court in Akshoy Kumar Maiti v. Emperor49. So the valid wedding 

solely offer the locus standi and represent the ‘adultery’, and not otherwise. This time is noted 

down fastidiously; as a result of they aren’t hot dialogue over the ‘live- in’ relationship. Even 

the geographical area Government had additionally enraptured the proposal, though' failed to 

materialized because of veto of Governor and rejected to offer assent by President, that in board 

relationship, because the wedding doesn't takes place in accordance, no free love would 

                                                      
 
45 1898 ILR 20 ALL 166. 
46 AIR 1920 ALL 175. 
47 AIR 1920 All 175 (1). 

48 Ganga Patna vs. emperor AIR 1928. 

49 AIR 1933 
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happens. 

 

Therefore, within the trial of free love, it should be evidenced that the wedding between the 

litigant and therefore the lady involved might and did ensue below and in accordance with the 

law.50 

 

The libertine should have had sexual activity with the partner of another man. Clear indulgence 

in sexual activity should be evidenced on the part of the suspect. In case, the act doesn't involve 

actual sexual activity and ends at the stage of preparation itself, this section will not attract it. 

Thus, proof of sexual activity having taken place is significant for conviction on free love. 

Within the case of Kashuri v Ramaswamy51, it had been command that if the act of sexual 

activity couldn't be once and for all evidenced, it should be inferable from the facts and 

circumstances of the case. 

 

2. Living spouse:    

Fornication: solely happens throughout live wedding 

Complainant of associate degree offence of fornication must give strict proof of wedding. Mere 

proven fact that parties was habitation as husband and spouse and organic process to their 

offspring. Simply assertion that parties reside as husband and spouse can't be the decent proof 

of wedding between parties. Therefore, if the parties did not prove the existence of wedding, 

the essential ingredients of S. 497 can't be met out and therefore suspect entitled to final 

decision.52 

Again, the fornication is barely happened just in case of valid wedding. Therefore there should 

be wed wedding relationship, not simply consented, or live-in- relationship will exist. 

 

3. Adultery – the validity of wedding should be tested 

It is essential within the continuing of offence of fornication that the validity of wedding should 

be tested and encumbrance of proving such wedding lies on the compliant. The court in Brij 

Lal Bishnoi v. State53 has reiterated that just in case of S. 497 of the Indian legal code, the 

                                                      
50 Chandra bahadur subba vs. state & anr. 
51  AIR 1965. 

52 Brij Lal Bishnoi v. State 1996. 

53 1996 Cri. L. J. 4286. 
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wedding 54should be strictly tested so as to penalize the accuse below this section. Court 

determined, 

The case relates to a marital status offence. In an exceedingly prosecution below S. 497 of the 

legal code the question of wedding should be tested strictly. In such a case admission by 

associate degree suspect in his statement below S. 313 of the Code of Criminal Procedure that 

lady was the wrongfully wed {wife married lady| of the plaintiff won't be of any avail to the 

prosecution if it otherwise fails to prove wedding between the plaintiff and therefore the woman 

whose body stands desecrated55.  

 

4. Consent – necessary ingredient to represent associate degree offence of ‘adultery’ 

Wife as a willing party and husband as a non-consenting party is additionally one in every of 

the vital ingredient to represent ‘Adultery’. Thus, for offence of fornication to be met out, it's 

essential to prove that spouse is associate degree willing and willing partner within the sexual 

issues and such sexual issues happen while not the consent or connivance of the husband. It 

shall be taken under consideration that consent of spouse in cases of sexual issues is crucial as 

a result of the consented sex on the a part of spouse build the accuse ‘adulterous’, and 

unconsented sex with the spouse of another created the accuse ‘rapist’.56 Therefore the consent 

of the ladies is extremely crucial from the purpose of read of the gravity of associate degree 

offence. Whereas fornication is a smaller amount serious offence and solely initiated on the 

criticism by husband having less prescribed penalization, the rape is serious offence against the 

state, non-bailable, cognoscible having larger prescribed penalization. Thus, each these 

offences not solely take issue in their degree however each area unit remedied at 2 totally 

different completely different} forums and needed 2 different procedures. 

 

The court whereas addressing the case of ‘consent’ within the offence of fornication has 

determined that the consent should be tested and to not be pleaded. The question for thought is 

whether or not for offence u/S. 497, IPC, the consent or connivance ought to be anterior to the 

commission of the neither crime nor posterior to the commission of the crime. A criminal 

                                                      
 
55 Brij Lal Bishnoi v. State 1996 Cri. L. J. 4286 Jaspal Singh, J.  

56 Rajesh Kumar Singh, v. Smt. Rekha Singh and ors., AIR 2005 ALL 16,  

 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|April 2023 
ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

Page | 24  
 

 

 

liability cannot accrue ex post facto.57 If the suspect is raising the plea of consent in his defence, 

he should prove that such consent was anterior to the offence and not post facto approval. 

Ingredients of offence of fornication ought to be tested and not pleaded, as criticism can't be 

treated as plaint.58 The consent or connivance is to be tested and isn't to be pleaded as criticism 

isn't to be treated as a plaint. 

 

This is the cardinal principal of legal code that ingredient of the offence should be strictly 

proved. Thus within the case of S. 497 of the Indian legal  

 

Code. Madras court in C.S. Subramaniam v. Unknown59 refereed to the observations of Edge 

C. J. and Aikman J. of the Allahabad court in -- 'Brij Basi v. Queen-Empress', 19 All 74. That 

was a case wherever the defendant person was found guilty by the lower Courts of Associate 

in Nursing offence below Section 451, I. P. C. for having committed house trespass with intent 

to commit Associate in Nursing offence, the potential offence being extramarital sex. 

Throughout the course of the discussion the learned Judges observe as follows: 

"It is that the basic principle of legal code that wherever a statute creates a criminal offence the 

ingredients of that criminal offence should be strictly proved, which wherever the doing of 

Associate in Nursing act while not consent or while not authority is formed a criminal offence, 

and therefore the statute doesn't expressly place upon the defendant the proof of such consent 

or authority, it's a necessary a part of the case for the prosecution to negative by proof such 

consent or authority. During this case, if Brij Easi had truly been caught within the act of sexual 

activity with the spouse of Ramgopal, presumptuous that he knew to be Ramgopal's spouse, 

the offence of criminal extramarital sex wouldn't are created out while not proof that such 

sexual activity was while not the consent and while not the connivance of Ramgopal." 

Thus, the consent or connivance shall be proved on the far side the affordable doubt within the 

case of extramarital sex, and if there ar any doubt, the profit shall be inclined in favor of accuse. 

Again, the consent or connivance needn't be construed by expressed approach, however even 

the circumstantial evidence are ample to recommend the intention and convey whether or not 

person accept as true with the act of the extramarital sex or not Clarifying additional the reach 

                                                      
57 Bharatlal v. Top Singh 1995 CRI. L. J. 3545 M. P. High Court [D. P. S. Chauhan J. (Single Bench).  

58 Bharatlal v. Top Singh 1995 CRI. L. J. 3545. 

59 AIR 1953 Mad 422, (1953) IMLJ 236.  
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of ‘connivance’ the court in C.S. Subramaniam v. Unknown68 resorted to few foreign 

judgments and commented, 

What "connivance" suggests that once the husband having been absolutely apprised of what 

was happening, viz., that his spouse was committing extramarital sex with alternative persons, 

took no active steps to forestall it, and thus acquiesced in it, it ought to be probable that there 

has been connivance on the a part of the husband.60 

 

While shifting the burden of proof within the case of extramarital sex on the plaintiff and 

prosecution, the court additional stresses during this case, 

Section 497, I. P. C. needs that the plaintiff ought to prove that the defendant had sexual activity 

with the complainant's spouse while not the complainant's consent or connivance. Meaning the 

burden is solid upon the prosecution to prove that the sexual activity had been while not the 

consent or connivance of the plaintiff himself. My learned brother has justifiably control that 

the plaintiff has not discharged this concern that is solid upon the plaintiff. All that has been 

proved by the plaintiff within the case is that the defendant should have had or truly had sexual 

activity with the spouse of the plaintiff. This can't be full compliance with the wants of the 

section. On the opposite hand, it absolutely was incumbent upon the plaintiff to prove that the 

aforesaid sexual activity that the defendant had with the spouse of the plaintiff was while not 

his consent or connivance.61 

 

5.  Adultery–Sexual Inter course as essential ingredient 

Sexual intercourse is additionally one amongst the ingredients to represent the ‘adultery’ u/s 

497. S. 497 of the Indian legal code, 1860 flatly use the word ‘sexual intercourse’. Though S. 

497 doesn't outline word ‘sexual intercourse’, it's been outlined u/s 375 of the Indian legal code, 

1860. Sexual activity as outlined u/s 375 necessary involve the carnal sex between 2 opposite 

gender and penetration is vital ingredient. Therefore, so as to prove the costs u/s 497, the sexual 

activity shall be proved. The court in Sureshchandra Vadilal Shah vs. Shantilal Shankarlal And 

Anr put aside the judgment of tribunal on the bottom that simply a chance of sexual activity, 

or likelihood, probabilities or any try isn't ample. Court determined, 

The term "offence" has additionally been outlined in Section 4(1)(c) as that means any act or 

                                                      
60 AIR 1953 Mad 422, (1953) IMLJ 236. 

61 C.S. Subramaniam v. Unknown AIR 1953 Mad 422, (1953).  
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omission created punishable by any law for the present effective. We’ve got to convey result 

to the utilization of these terms want in Section 199, and on the premise of their definitions 

given below the Code, it should be aforesaid that the grievance should disclose allegations 

showing that the person wanted to be charged with extramarital sex, has committed Associate 

in Nursing act of sexual activity with the complainant's spouse, while not his consent or 

connivance as needed below Section 497 of the Indian legal code, and additional, that those 

allegations constituting that offence are created with a read to require action against him below 

the Code. 

 

Court additional clarify that if the accuse has taken the spouse of another person it'll quantity 

to ‘entice away’ and fall u/s 498, but for S. 497 necessary ingredient is actual sexual activity. 

Therefore court commented, - 

Turning currently to the grievance, we discover no allegation no matter to point out that the 

defendant had committed sexual activity together with his spouse as needed below Section 497 

of the Indian legal code. The allegations within the grievance relate to the defendant having are 

available shut contact together with his spouse at Palanpur then his having enticed her away, 

and left Palanpur for the aim of getting sexual activity together with his spouse. These 

allegations would little question be enough for Associate in Nursing offence below Section 498 

of the Indian legal code, however definitely they're going to not move to recommend, abundant 

less show, that the defendant was wanted to be prosecuted for his having committed 

extramarital sex together with his spouse thus on be punishable below Section 497 of the Indian 

legal code. 

 

ADULTERY PROCEDURAL FORMALITIES 

As stated, the ‘adultery’ in proceeding solely active by the grievance by the husband.62 Therein 

would come back S. 199 of Criminal procedure Code, 1973 that provides as under: 

No Court shall take cognizance of associate degree offence below Section 497 or Section 498 

of the Indian legal code, except upon a grievance created by the husband of the woman; or. In 

his absence created with the leave of the Court by some one that had care of such lady on his 

behalf at the time once such offence was committed It follows therefrom that the judge will 

take cognizance of associate degree offence of free love below Section 497, of the Indian legal 

                                                      
62 S. 497 IPC is non-cognizable compoundable and bailable.  
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code provided there's a grievance created by the husband of the lady involved.63 

In order to understand what's meant by the term "complaint" employed in Section 199 of the 

Criminal Procedure Code, it will be turned to Section four (1)(h) of the Criminal Procedure 

Code, 1973 that defines the term "complaint" as which means the allegations created orally or 

in writing to a judge, with a read to his taking action below this Code, that some person, whether 

or not proverbial or unknown, has committed associate degree offence, however it doesn't 

embrace the report of a peace officer. The term "offence" has conjointly been outlined in 

Section 4(1)(c) as which means any act or omission created punishable by any law for the 

nowadays operative. It’s to offer result to the employment of these terms would like in Section 

199, and on the idea of their definitions given below the Code, it should be same that the 

grievance should disclose allegations showing that the person wanted to be charged with free 

love, has committed associate degree act of sexuality with the complainant's spouse, while not 

his consent or connivance as needed below Section 497 of the Indian legal code, and additional, 

that those allegations constituting that offence square measure created with a read to require 

action against him below the Code. Those allegations is also oral or in writing before the judge. 

It’s solely then that the judge becomes entitled to require cognizance of associate degree 

offence below Section 497 of the Indian legal code. The words "cognizance of associate degree 

offence" in Section 199 if browse together with Clause (a) of Section 190(1) of the Criminal 

Procedure Code then once more having relevance the definition of the term "offence" in Section 

4(1)(c) there's little question no matter that the grievance should launched facts that represent 

associate degree act on the a part of the suspect which act should be one created punishable by 

law for the nowadays operative viz. below Section 497 of the legal code as within the gift case. 

In a case of Emperor v. Isap Mahomed,64 the suspect was tried on  

 

Charges below Sections 363 (kidnapping from lawful guardian, ship) and 366 (kidnapping a 

woman) of the Indian legal code. At the conclusion of the proof the Court accessorial a charge 

below Section 498 (enticing a married woman) of the Indian legal code, withal the objection 

raised by the counsel of the suspect. The suspect came to be condemned in respect of all the 

costs together with the one below Section 498 of the legal code. In associate degree charm filed 

                                                      
63 Court has also discussed at length this procedure in Sureshchandra Vadilal Shah vs. Shantilal Shankarlal And 

Anr 1968 CriLJ 117, (1967).  

64 (1907) ILR 31 Bom 218.  

 

http://www.ijlra.com/


www.ijlra.com 

Volume 2 Issue 7|April 2023 
ISSN: 2582-6433 

 

 

Page | 28  
 

 

 

by the suspect, it had been contended that the procedure adopted was contrary to the provisions 

of Section 199 and to the spirit of Section 238 of the Criminal Procedure Code excluding the 

procedure being found not regular, the Division Bench of the judicature of metropolis control 

therein casa that the conviction below Section 498 of the legal code was unhealthy in law in 

absence of any grievance created by the husband of the lady in respect of whom the offence 

was committed. 

 

Adultery’ – Analysis of Associate in Nursing argument of NCW 

The National Commission women (NCW) in its report have leveled Associate in nursing 

argument against the prevailing provision of S. 497 of the IPC. Expressing its lament angle, it 

expressed that the prevailing provision within the IPC relies on the outlook that the mate could 

be a personal possession of the husband, United Nations agency is that the sole aggrieved 

person in an occasion of extramarital sex. On this line, the Commission has suggested 

appropriate amendments to Section 198(2) of the Criminal Procedure Code, that as of currently 

disqualifies the mate of Associate in Nursing unfaithful husband from prosecuting him for his 

promiscuous behavior This argument is but not reasonable within the light-weight of the thing 

S. 497 of IPC and therefore the Apex Court judgment in V. Revathi case.65 The section tried to 

hide family as an establishment and punishes quality committed by outsider interloper. It can 

even be handily says that's ample scope for lady as a personal to penalize the person, although 

a matrimony exist between them. Specially, Section 498A additionally provides scope for mate 

to penalize any act of husband. It’s additionally argued within the same report of National 

Commission of girls that despite the opposite provisions area unit obtainable there's no reason 

that she ought to be debarred from initiating prosecution beneath Section 198 of atomic number 

24.P.C. but this argument is additionally ridiculous as a result of if the S. 497 of IPC would 

have brought on the road of gender neutrality, it might defeat its each the essential Purpose i.e. 

protective harmony in wedding establishment and defend lady.66 

                                                      
65 V. Revathi v. Union of India & others 1988 Cri. L. J. 921 SC [AIR 1988 SC 835] (M. P. Thakkar and Murari 

Mohan Dutt JJ Divn Bench). 

66 Repeatedly, S.498 that is immediately after to S. 497 give broad scope for the woman (including wife) to deal 

the husband who is involve in infidelity of marital offences. ‘Cruelty’ also has’ sexual exploitation’ or ‘sexual 

neglect’. Instead the same, the new Domestic Violence Act, 2005 give better vitage point to the woman to settle 

score against the man, if she so desire. Therefore the NCW’s argument especially in case of S.497 is weak, 

without much research, and only on the line of ‘gender cry’.  
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In another vital recommendation, the Commission has it extramarital sex ought to be treated as 

a tort and not a criminal offence. It’s of the read that there are also several instances wherever 

the girl desires to save lots of the wedding Associate in nursing sees the adulterous relationship 

as an aberration. This argument is seemed to be sound, mature, and robust and imbibe the 

answer amicable to trendy society. However, analyses of this argument are dealt beneath the 

separate heading of this paper. 

 

CHAPTER-5 

RELEVANCY OF SECTION 497 IN RECENT YEAR 

Offence of extramarital sex control unconstitutional:  

Understanding Joseph Shine v. Union of Republic of India67 

Sections 497 IPC and 198(2) CrPC to that extent it deals with the procedure for filing a criticism 

in regard to the offence of extramarital sex, square measure offending of Articles fourteen, 

15(1) and twenty one of the Constitution, and square measure so stricken down as being invalid, 

Joseph Shine v. Union of Republic of India.68 

 

Object 

The object of Section 497 is to preserve quality of wedding. The society abhors married 

unfaithfulness.69 

It was more ascertained that the quality of wedding would be completely destroyed by a hubby 

having sexual issues with a woman or a widow that isn't penalized by the general assembly. 

Also, if the husband consents or connives at the sexual issues that amounts to extramarital sex, 

the offence isn't committed, thereby showing that it's not quality of wedding that is wanted to 

be protected and preserved, however a proprietary right of a husband. 

 

History 

Section 497 may be a pre-constitutional law that was enacted in 1860. At that time of your 

time, girls had no rights freelance of their husbands, and were treated as personal property or 

“property” of their husbands. Hence, the offence of extramarital sex was treated as AN injury 

to the husband, since it absolutely was thought of to be a “theft” of his property, which he may 

                                                      
67 2018 SC 1676. 
68 2018 SC 1676. 
69 Malimath committee report. 
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proceed to prosecute the bad person. 

The first draft of the IPC discharged by the Law Commission of Republic of India in 1837 

failed to embrace “adultery” as AN offence. Historiographer was of the read that extramarital 

sex or married unfaithfulness was a non-public wrong between the parties, and not a criminal 

offence.  

 

Ingredients 

In order to represent the offence of extramarital sex, the subsequent should be established: – 

(i) Sexual issues between a spouse and a person United Nations agency aren’t her husbands; 

(ii) The person United Nations agency has sexual issues with the spouse should recognize or 

has reason to believe that she is that the mate of another man; 

(iii) Such sexual issues should present itself together with her consent, i.e., it should not 

quantity to rape; 

(iv) Sexual issues with the spouse should present itself while not the consent or connivance of 

her husband. 

 

Who could file a grievance? 

Only husband of the girl with whom criminal conversation is committed is treated as associate 

aggrieved person and solely he will file a grievance.  

In Joseph Shine,70 this was command to be discretional and offending of constitutional 

guarantees as is mentioned below. 

Woman has no right to file a grievance 

A partner is disabled from prosecuting her husband for being concerned in associate adulterous 

relationship. The law doesn't build it associate offence for a married person to have interaction 

in associate act of sexuality with one girl, Joseph Shine v. Union of India.71 

 

Who may be prosecuted? 

It is solely the adulterous man may be prosecuted for committing criminal conversation, and 

not the adulterous girl, although the connection is accordant. The adulterous girl isn't even 

thought of to be associate abettor to the offence. Girl is exempted from criminal liability. 

Presence of associate adequate deciding principle for such classification was doubted in Joseph 

Shine. 

                                                      
70 2018 SC1676. 
71 2018 SC 1676. 
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Woman treated as property of man 

Historically, since criminal conversation interfered with the “husband’s exclusive 

entitlements”, it had been thought of to be the “highest attainable invasion of property”, kind 

of like thieving.72  

On a reading of Section 497, it's demonstrable that girls’ ar treated as subordinate to men 

inasmuch because it lays down that once there's connivance or consent of the person, there's 

no offence. This treats the girl as a personal property. It treats her because the property of man 

and completely subservient to the desire of the master. It’s a mirrored image of the social 

dominance that was rife once the penal provision was written, Joseph Shine v. Union of India.73 

 

Section 497 violates  [Equality before law] 

Section 497 treats men and ladies unevenly, as ladies aren't subject to prosecution for criminal 

conversation, and ladies cannot prosecute their husbands for criminal conversation. To boot, if 

there's “consent or connivance” of the husband of a lady who has committed criminal 

conversation, no offence may be established. The section lacks associate adequately deciding 

principle to disallow accordant sexuality and is patently discretional and so offending of Article 

14.74 

 

Section 198(2) CrPC additionally violates Article14 [Equality before law] 

Section 198(2) CrPC doesn't take into account the partner of the debauchee as associate 

aggrieved person. The principle of the availability suffers from the absence of logicalness of 

approach and so it suffers from the vice of Article fourteen of the Constitution being patently 

discretional.75 

 

Violation of Article 15(1) [Prohibition of discrimination] 

Article 15(1) prohibits the State from discriminating on grounds solely of sex. A husband is 

taken into account associate aggrieved party by the law if his partner engages in sexuality with 

another man, however the partner isn't, if her husband will a similar. Viewed from this angle, 

the offence of criminal conversation discriminates between a married person and a wife to her  

                                                      
72 R VS. mawgridge.  
73 2018 SC 1676. 
74 Joseph Shine v. Union of India, and 2018 SC 1676. 
 
75 Joseph Shine v. Union of India, and 2018 SC 1676. 
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Impairment on the bottom of sex solely. The availability is discriminatory and so, offending of 

Article 15(1), Joseph Shine v. Union of India.76 

 

Violation of dignity of girl and Article 21[Right to life] 

Dignity of the individual could be a side of Article 21. Section 497 effectually curtails the 

essential dignity that a lady is entitled to own by making discriminatory distinctions supported 

gender stereotypes that creates a dent within the individual dignity of girls. 

Besides, the stress on the component of connivance or consent of the husband equivalent to the 

subordination of girls. Therefore, a similar offends Article 21 Joseph Shine v. Union of India.77 

 

Violation of right to privacy and right to decide on. 

This Court has recognized sexual privacy as a natural right, protected underneath the 

Constitution. Sharing of physical intimacies could be a reflection of selection. To shackle the 

sexual freedom of a lady and permit the criminalization of accordant relationships could be a 

denial of this right.78 

 

Married woman’s sexual agency rendered totally addicted to consent or connivance of husband 

A man who has sexuality with a wife while not the consent or connivance of her husband, is 

susceptible to be prosecuted for criminal conversation even though the connection relies on 

consent of the girl. Although granted immunity from prosecution, a lady is forced to 

contemplate the prospect of the penal action that will attach upon the individual with whom 

she engages in an exceedingly sexual act. To confirm the fidelity of his relative, the person is 

given the facility to invoke the criminal sanction of the State. In effect, her relative is authorized 

to curtail her sexual agency, Joseph Shine v. Union of India.79 

 

Section 497 denudes woman’s sexual autonomy 

In doing thus, it perpetuates the notion that a lady consents to a restricted autonomy on getting 

into wedding. The social control of forced feminine fidelity by curtailing sexual autonomy is 

associate affront to the elemental right to dignity and equality.80 

Opposed to “constitutional morality”. 

                                                      
76 2018 SC 1676. 
77 2018 SC 1676. 
78 Joseph shine vs. union of India 2018 SC 1676 
79 2018 SC 1676. 
80 Joseph Shine vs. union of India 2018 SC 1676. 
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CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

This article has achieved the analysis of the construct of ‘adultery’ and its varied sides, 

historical, philosophical, philosophy, the abortifacient rational that why the unlawful carnal 

knowledge as a lawfully prohibited act, development and nature of act of unlawful carnal 

knowledge, the rational for making it prohibited by the society at given moment of it slow with 

penal modality of the legislative package on unlawful carnal knowledge. At the same time it 

has been understood that ‘adultery’ either as lawfully prohibited or permissible act is deeply 

influenced by the price system significantly the price decisive ‘sexual morality’ in society. As 

a result of the ‘morality’ as such can be a relative development, it changes in step with time, 

place and society. It’s been plainly well tried that the angle of the society towards the unlawful 

carnal knowledge as AN act has become liberal as compare to ancient antique society. Today, 

‘live-in’ has not been taken as’ shock or surprise’ and government is in addition in mood it 

lawfully recognized it. Therefore, there is in addition need to be compelled to possess a review 

to the provisions concerning ‘adultery’ in country, and better because of allow it and make it 

entirely as a actus reus. Very little question that court has used such discretions many time to 

position marital interest over the individual interest. However, it is the assembly international 

organization agency got to frame the clear policy and provisions. It’s their exclusive domain, 

which shall not correct to be substituted by judicial law making. The article concludes that 

there has been a large amendment within the Indian society; girls aren't any longer thought-

about to be the private property of her husband. The law because it stands these days violates 

the Asian country Constitution that features equal justice for each national of India and 

wouldn't discriminate on the grounds of sex. The “special provision” clause beneath Article 

fifteen (3) for girls can't be extended therefore on produce whimsical discretion for such 

discrimination by the general assembly, as within the case of fornication. The section 497 of 

the IPC that deals with fornication must be declared unconstitutional. Suggestions from the 

assorted Law Reform Committees additionally provides a hint that basically this section ought 

to be amended, or ought to be repealed altogether. The policy manufacturers ought to directly 

repeal the present law on fornication supported the suggestions from the assorted committees 

to allow simply and equal justice to the voters of Asian country taking into thought the injustice 

rendered within the method. Further, within the gift state of affairs the wedding is taken into 

account to be a civil contract between 2 willing adults; the civil law offers a way wider 

definition of fornication, and is decent and effective. Taking into thought that variety of western 

and developed countries has decriminalized fornication or has created it a wrongdoing, there's 
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a necessity to legitimize fornication in Asian country furthermore. This change ought to be 

done either through declaring it unconstitutional by the Constitutional courts of the country or 

repealing the debated section through legislative amendments directly. 

When a partner tries to attempt to stop better half from cheating, they typically jump to 

negative, dominant, and possessive behaviors. Some snoop and stalk. Others become 

necessitous, dominant, and jealous. Nevertheless others threaten, beg, or plead. As we've seen 

on top of, all of these ar so techniques accustomed guard a mate — however they're NOT the 

foremost effective. In fact, they could be harmful to a contented, loving, and triple-crown 

relationship Emphasize  

 

Love and Caring - out and away, the foremost effective behaviors reportable, employed by 

each men and ladies, were people who communicated love and care. Sometimes, these 

demonstrations were verbal declarations of affection and care. Different times, they were 

physical signs of feeling. In either case, they increase a partner's feelings of connectedness and 

attraction - reducing the chance that they could cheat. So, to enhance the fidelity of your 

relationship, build a bigger reference to your lover (for a lot of, see here), share your feeling 

with them (see here), and be physically loving (see here). 

 

Enhancing Physical look - Men and ladies conjointly found that raising their appearance 

helped keep their partner's attention. Some created themselves up a touch. Others got some new 

garments. Overall, the physical improvement helped keep their lover's eyes on them — and 

aloof from the rivals. Thus, to stay a partner-taking note to you and solely you, it helps to 

enhance your look (for a lot of, see here). 

 

Rewarding Them - A thoughtful gift, or a touch of sexual attention, cared-for keep partners 

happy and devoted too. Thus, a personal UN agency rewarded a mate's devoted and loving 

behavior, with the occasional night out or romantic gesture was Triple Crown keeping them 

happy (particularly true for women). 

 

 

http://www.ijlra.com/

